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THE STORY OF FOOTPATH 29

Public footpaths are as much a part of our local heritage as listed buildings and also protected by law. Even if not immediately obvious why, footpaths are
always there for a reason and part of a wider story. For example, Footpath 29 on Dorset County Council's Definitive Footpath Map, which links
Sadborow Pound (from the gate by the post box ) to Shearing Cross, used to be a road. A successful application to Devon Quarter Sessions to 'stop it up'
was made in 1798 by John Bragge Esq of Sadborow. This sketch map was part of his application. Remnants of the traditional hedge-bank shown on the
plan marking the edge of the road still trace part of the route of the footpath. The map shows the original position of Sadborow Pound beside Pound
Cottage. It still survives in the undergrowth with its characteristic narrow entrance to prevent stray animals escaping. Turnpike Cottage at Thorncombe
Thorn and Lyme Turnpike running through Easthay are also marked. FP29 feeds into a network of footpaths linking Thorncombe v illage to
Bettiscombe, Hawkchurch, Ford Abbey, Causeway and beyond, so it is likely this forgotten byway was used by travellers to avoid paying unpopular
turnpike tolls at Thorncombe, Birdsmoorgate and Coles Cross. Given the date of his application, it seems Mr Bragge was attempting to interrupt the
alternative toll free route at Thorncombe. He failed. Thorncombe Turnpike closed in 1800, the lack of revenue making it uneconomic for the Lyme Regis
(Crewkerne) Turnpike Trust to maintain the road. Responsibility for its maintenance reverted to Thorncombe parishioners. See Brief History of
Thorncombe . An Overview ... on the TVT website for a map of the local 18th century turnpike network. Sketch map reproduced courtesy of
Devon Heritage Services, DHS Ref: QS/113A/193/1
EH

HELP WANTED TO FILL GAPS
The Ebdons, Forseys and Bowditchs are
all old Thorncombe families. Through
the TVT website, which incidentally
has totted up nearly 5000 hits since it
went on-line in 2012, the TVT has
recently been contacted for advice on
research, by the following family
members who live elsewhere. If anyone
can help with further information and/or
photos, contact Eve Higgs and she will
put you in touch.
Molly Ebdon Riggs wrote: My family
Ebdons, in Thorncombe, go back as far
as Elias Ebdon, who married Ann
Hawker in 1803. and they are both
buried at Thorncombe. (I have found
several Ebdons in the 1700s -including
another Elias - all children of John
Ebdon of Uplyme
can't link with
them) John Ebdon -my great great
grandfather- 1804 - 1877 kept a grocers
shop in Fore Street -and I wondered.

if by any happy chance, there is a photo or picture - of this shop?
Katie Hobbs who is 13 years old wants to
know more about the Forsey family to
whom she is related. There were Forseys
in Thorncombe from at least the middle of
the !8th century. She writes: I have found
a few names and I am unable to connect
them up. I am descended from Emma
Mary Forsey (born 26th Dec 1921) and I
wondered if you knew anything about the
history of the family or anything from
higher up the family tree.
The Bowditch family has connections to
Thorncombe going even farther back to the
middle of the 17th century if not earlier.
Miles Green is researching this branch of the
family. My mother was a Bowditch and I am
currently writing that part of the family's
history. Her great-grandfather, James
Bowditch, a carpenter/Joiner, married Mary
Bridle in Thorncombe in 1816.

Both were from Thorncombe, but in
1820/21 they left for Chard and the
opportunities afforded by the newlyarrived lace mills ...I have tried to trace
my Bowditch line in Thorncombe further
back, but there are so many Bowditches
(30 marriages and 72 baptisms in the first
century of register entries) and the entries
show only the father's name, that I have
ground to a halt with James's father, one
of several Richards. Has anyone done
any work on separating out the different
Bowditch lines? The only work I have
come across so far is a very intensive
study by the Bowditch Family of Massachusetts in the early part of the last century in order to trace the forerunners of
their ancestor who emigrated in 167L
EH

