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Ron co-ordinates appraisal
THORNCOMBE Parish Council has appointed Mr Ron Frampton
to co-ordinate a village
appraisal. His task is
to examine the social
structure of the community and to assess
the likely impact of
large-scale development.
Thorn com be, on the
edge of the Marshwood
Vale, is at the centre of
three big development

Mr Frampton, 45, a forproposals. West Dorset
Dsitrcit Council has defer- mer area co-ordinator for
red planning applications the environmental group,
until it has carried out a Friends of the Earth, lecfull appraisal.
tures regularly on conM r F r a m p t o n h a s servation issues. He is
already started work on a hoping to complete a draft
"major development im- parish map within the
pact map", to define sensi- next few months.
tive areas. Map data will
The parish appraisal
embrace special landscape will also look at various
features and identify sites social requirements, inof
ecological
a n d cluding housing, employa r c h a e o l o g i c a l i m p o r t - ment, recreation, educaance.
tion, community services
Environmental improvement areas will also be and transport.
The v o l u n t a r y coincluded.

ordinator, who has lived
and worked in the Thorncombe area all his life,
said that, if major development went ahead,
Thorncombe could more
than double in size and
population within a few
years.
Parish council chairman
Mr Bert Vickery had made
a plea that Thorncombe
should be allowed to develop naturally — perhap'
at the rate of three to four
houses a year — Mr
Frampton added.

Returning to
general need
accommodation

WEST DORSET Councillors have praised the decision to again build
general need houses for families.
Over the past few years, most of the council's building programme has
been directed at finding homes for the elderly.
In recent months there have been mounting calls to, once again, look
towards helping young families.
The change in policy
was welcomed by Bridport
councillors Andy Bell and
Cliff Samways.
Mr Samways said that
the programme, to build
homes for the elderly, had
been of immense value —
not only for ihe old but for
younger families who had
been able to move into the
larger homes vacated by
them.
Mr Bell called on the
council to proceed with
the programme as quickly
as possible to thwart any
attempt by government to
stop it.
His Liberal colleague,
Mr Trevor Jones, had ear
lier described the area as
"close to paradise" if you
could afford to live here
but "close to hell" if your
income was less than, or
about, the average.
He said that, because
p r i v a t e l a n d l o r d s had
dropped out of the marker
in recent years, virtually
the only people now renting property were the
council. In the last few
years, they were renting

less and less because of
the right to buy act.
"We must build genera!
need housing in this area
to keep the young here.
Unless the council house
them, where are they
going to live?" he exclaimed.
He complained of the £6
million in the council
bank account, which had
come from the sale of
council homes, bui which
had been frozen by rhe
government and could not
be touched.
Mrs Margaret Kraft said
that only massive political
pressure through local
MPs would help unlock
the money, and she suggested each councillor
should write in protest.
Labour's John Antell described the right to buy
policy as a double-edged
sword. It was fine for
those who w a n t e d to
purchase their homes, but
of detriment 10 those who
w a n t e d somewhere to
rent. He said a massive
re-think was needed l)y
the government over the

whole issue ol council
housingHousing chairman Mi
Les Phillips said t h e
effects of the change of
building policy ought to
be seen later this year,
with it coming to a head in
1988.
The low-cost housing
project had played its pan
in helping young families,
and during the year the
200th low-cost home in the
district would be sold.
A more pessimistic note
was sounded by council
vice-chairman Mr Ernie
King who warned that
members of the Association of District Councils
had been told that the
g o v e r n m e n t were considering taking the capitai
monies from authorities in
the south and giving it to
less well-off areas.
Chief e x e c u t i v e Mr
Michael Taylor added his
prediction — a 20 per cent
reduction in capital allowances in the coming
year: something which
could badly affect the
proposed housing programme.

