A SECOND parish
meeting was held in

Thorncombe on
Wednesday over a con-
troversial development
proposal.

On Thursday the West
Dorset District Councils
area planning committee
considered the proposal,
but it was deferred with-
out debate until April.

No._ decision_ willuhz: “cdxen
until 30th April on the
application submitted by Mr
Jim Atyeo — the parish’s
district  council planning
representative.

Mr Atyeo, through survey-
or Michael Fearn, wants to
build 25 houses, a farm-
house, workshop and convert
a farm — once the village
workhouse — into hoilday
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quate; and the holiday ac-
commodation was surplus to
requirements.

A village trust has been
set up, with the promise to
fight to defend the village's
character and heritage.

But at Wednesday’s meet-
ing the single issue that
over-shadowed was the reve-
lation that the village could
have up to 150 new houses
by 1996 because the struc-
ture plan designates it as a
oriority, village.. At. nresent.

the beautiful, quiet and
isolated village has 120
houses, with 220 in the

parish as a whole.

“The fact the village was a
priority and was covered by
the structure plan was not
known by any of the
parishoners I was in contact
with,” said John Whitebread,
secretary of the new village
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this area had these groups.
That was one of the main
things that influenced the
county council's view”.

. Faced with no controver-
sial issue there had been
apathy in the village towards
the plan, said parish council
chairman Bert Vickery. That
was why no discussion group

had been formed.
Unwanted
Priority village status

wollla mean security “tor
existing village facilities,
said CoSIRA  spokesman
James Hamriding.

“The people who dont
want it to happen are people
from other areas, the immi-
grants,” he said. “People
come and buy the house, and
think they have bought the
view for 50 miles around”.

West Dorset chief planning

That could not be
guaranteed, said Mr Derrien,
but planning conditions could
stipulate the estate must be
of mixed houses, which
would mean at least some
low-cost houses.

It was also possible for the
district council to subsidise
the building to increase the
number that would be avail-

~ able to first-time buyers.

“If the parish council
presses strongly for that then
wa. may, hae ehlec to, npronnt.

our colleagues to do the right
thing. “Keep pressing us,
and hopefully we'll be able to
do something”.

Survey

Capt Best and RDA field
officer Miss Kath Barnett
agreed with suggestions that
a complete survey of the
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