The threat to Thorncombe'
THE picture-postcard village of Thorncombe,
which has changed little over the centuries,
would be spoiled by controversial development
plans for the village.
That's the view of residents
who claim that Thorncombe,.
a fine example of a Saxon
hillside settlement, would
lose its old world charm if the
developers move in.
According to the West
Dorset rural development
plan, Thorncombe is a priority area for development.
There are rumours that at
least 150 extra homes are
envisaged in the village over
the next ten years.
At the centre of the current
controversy is Higher Farm,
owned by local councillor and
farmer Jim Atyeo. It is proposed to convert the long,
narrow building — formerly
the Village Workhouse —
into eight holiday homes.
Adjoining the listed building is land which would be
developed for 25 houses, a
new farmhouse, and craft
workshops.
The flurry of concern over
the present application was
sparked off by an article in
the parish magazine. The writer, known only as 'Watchdog!, says that a series of
small workshops will "Improve job opportunities, local
services, schooling, village
shops, medical facilities and
transport".
But according to villagers,
the minuses far outweigh the
plusses. 'Watchdog' thinks
the same: "It is essential that
remaining areas of natural
beauty and animal habitat,
. and older and picturesque
buildings, should be preserved and not buried under
a rash of modern private
development".
Conservationist Ron
Framptpn, who was born one
. mile away and has lived and
worked in the parish all his
life, believes the scheme is
"unnecessary, short-sighted
and inappropriate".
Over the years, he has
made a long and detailed
study of the village and surrounding areas. If the development went ahead, the
character and beauty of the
area would be damaged, he
says'
That beauty is a village 600
feet above sea level, overlooking the narrow Synderford vallev. sei in a landscape

of hills, vales,' wooded holl o w s , he a't h e r - c o v e r e d
heights, and country lanes.
The author Monica Hutchings — a former pupil a,t
Ilminster Grammar School —
wrote 20 years ago: "Thorncombe is an interesting village ... no main road charges
through,, so it has escaped
some of the worst spoliation.
The roads are narrow, winding and steep in places".
The thought of more traffic
trundling up and down the
narrow lanes particularly
•worries Mr F r a m p t o n :
"Thorncombe has some fine
sunken ways. It is probable
that the stone cottage at the
village turnpike would become an island, and a number
of stone bridges would be
wrecked".
And the effects of that
extra traffic would be felt in
Holditch, Hewood and at
Forde Abbey, he believes.
Thorncombe is a village of
poets and artists.
William Wordsworth once
lived On the edge of the
parish, and artist Lucien Pissarro, one of the last great
Impressionists, died at nearby Hewood 42 years ago.
Thomas Hardy came to
Thorncombe in his later life,
and the American artist,
Whistler, lived on the edge of
the village.
The lanes of Thorncombe
were w r i t t e n about by
Dorothy Wordsworth.
All this history; all this
heritage; all this beauty: it
would all crumble the day the
bulldozers and the builders
moved in, says Mr Frampton.
"But don't gel the idea that
Thorncombe is dead. It's not.
It's a lively village with a
good age mix.
"We've got three places of
worship, a shop, a post office,
an off-licence and a club. And
there are five pubs within
three miles of the village.
"Once developers are
allowed to move into Thorncombe, our village would be
changed beyond recognition.
^'It must not be allowed to
happen. I have found that all
of us seem to have a need for
some sort of emotional tie
with rural life. And that's
what we get in Thorncombe".
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